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FOREifORD 

The need for innovation in education has never been more 
apparent than it is today. Our school division is part of a 
changing society that creates constantly accelerating demands for 
ne\; insights into the learning process, nevi vmys of teaching, and 
v:orkable strategies for relating the traditional academic focus 
of the classroom to the "real v/orld^' outside the classroom 
v/alls. Students, parents, teachers, business and civic groups 
are calling for ne\7 vrays of applying resources to educational 
needs, for experimentation and flexibility in altering obsolete 
roles and for relationships i.dthin school divisions that will 
facilitate more creative and effective resolution of educational 
problems. 

One of the nev: strategies for meeting these educational 
challenges is a school curriculum organized around the Career 
Education theme that is correlated v/ith academic subjects. 
This approach presents an opportunity for students to learn 
by direct and immediate involvement that eliminates the dis- 
tinction betvreen "classroom" and "reality," and brings the "real 
vrorld" into the classroom. 

It is a distinct privilege to continue the Career Education 
Pilot Program under state help and supervision. Our participation 
in the program under federal funding for the past three years 
causes us to believe that its merits make further exploration 
and development highly desirable in the firm belief that this 
educational program is all-encompassing and involves education^ 
of the future. Petersburg is particularly grateful to former 
State Senator Eugene P. Si'-dnor for his interest and leader- 
ship in making possible the expansion of the Career Education 
Program in the Petersburg City Schools. Through the interest 
of Far. Sydnor, an outstanding individual in the field of 
business and a great friend of public education, the Career 
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Educatic. ogram is gaining more national interest than any- 
other CO:, . in the history of education. 

Our goal for education is that every young person leaving 
or completing his high school program should be ready to enter 
higher education or have a salable skill for entering useful and 
revnrding employment. Th'^s concept has been embodied v/ithin 
this Career Education Resource Guide and our future Career 
Education Ilodel for grades K-12, 

John D. Meade 
Superintendent 
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PHILOSOPHY 



'•e, in the Petersburg Career ICducation Program, believe 
that v;g must make certain that paycheck education i£ not 
left to chance, '/e should and must develop an av/areness in 
oui" students of the real vjorld of \7ork as it exists tod.a^?- and 
is. likely to exist tomorrov:. 

^^e must remember that a career is a long sequence of 
vrork experiences^ each of uhich builds upon the individual's 
preparation^ not for just the first job, but for a lifetime 
of useful \jcr\z and expanding opportunities. 

The careers of students in schools today v;ill span the 
last quarter ox the 20th century and the first quarter of the 
21st. During these years many kinds of vrork vrill become 
obsolete \/hile nevr ones \r±ll emerge. All jobs ;;ill change 
substantially. Consequently^ the best career education is 
that vjhich prepares individuals to rise to nevr opportunities 
and to adapt themselves to change. It nust make for maximal 
flexibility. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Petersburg Career Education Project 
Cirrricului;] Resoui^ce Guide 

The Petersburg curriculum resource guide for the Career 
Education Program for grades - 9 is designed to fuse and 
blend career education activities into the e^cisting curriulura. 

Revisions of the existing eighth and ninth grade curricula 
v:ere undertaken in order to- incorporate career avrareness, 
career orientation and career exploration experiences in 
these grades and to re-focus the various disciplines around 
the career developraeht theme* The career development ex- 
periences \rill serve as the vehicle or motivation for teaching 
the basic academic skills to the students. Therefore the 
career education theme vrill serve as a common thread to unify 
the educational efforts at all levels. 

In developing tho curriculiiin resource guide, master units 
vrere \.T"itten in v;hich career education concepts were in- 
corporated into the existing cui^riculum at each grade level 
and in each discipline. Educational goals, career education 
concepts, and behavioral objectives v;ere stated. Strategies 
and techniques v;ere then xTritten including suggested student 
outcomes for each unit. 

The criteria for the selection of activities to promote 
career development v:ere based upon anticipated students^ needs, 
abilities, insights, interests, and aspirations; environmental 
constraints J principles of the psychology of learning, and 
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hr)i?.£n grovrch and development. 

In Volioes I and II, Grades 1-7 c.nd Sth grade social 
j--tv.;iieSj all master units are geared to the grade level of 
the students, and interject basic career information in all 
areas (art, mathematics, language arts, social studies, 
science, etc.)f cind develop a sequential plan moving from 
very simple identification of family, school and community 
helpers in the primary grades to more complex occupations 
in the upper elementary grades. The career education 
prograxi for grades ^-9? v:hile retaining emphasis on self- 
at:areness, progresses tovrard a more detailed examination of 
the xrork xrorld. An im.portant focus at this level is on 
factors related to career- choice, educational planning, 
decision making, personal information and individual 
differences vrhich \r±ll greatly affect an individual's choice 
ox a career. 

The intent in creating those materials has been to 
provide an agent to facilitate career development in the 
school community. '7e do not profess to have found the ultimat 
ansv/er but, rather, to have developed materials which we 
feel can change and improve an educational program. It is a 
challenge to you to take advantage of the right and 
the opportunity not only to create, but also to put into, 
practice and evaluate the results of what has been created. 

This guide has been developed to serve as a framework 

around which to build. Its success is contingent upon yoiir 

efforts to expand and modify the contents of this guide for 

application at your particular level and the needs of your 

11 

locality. 
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